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the "preſent. The eftate of the 
Church abroad, or States aſſembled 
ar home, ch: wlenge onr ntmoſt | Dire 
formances in that kinde.Of theſe I cannot (indeed who can? ) 
ſay enowgh. The wercies of Gat ars wonder (ul! POW ar ds us, 

as mon, as Christ:ans, as Engl:jh Chriſtians : "hen I lay our 
ſelves hy ether Nations and Churches , I cannot reade wat 
Mofes ard to hs [[rael.and not make 't ours, Happy art thou 
O England, who us the vntothee,O People ſavedby the Lora ? 

ec. Dext.z 3.29. For what Nation is there ſo great , who 
bath God [0 mg wnro them ( the onely glory of a Nation ) 
A 3 as 
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4 the Lord our God is,in all things that we call upon him for 
Denut,4.7. What publique ſuite did we ever preferre that 
did not proſper ? inſtance one; nay jndge , what could have 
beene done more for this Vineyard, that the Lord hath not 
done in it? Eſa 5.4.1f yu be worth thanks,we have had it, 


if plenty, wee have had 1t,if wittory,wee have had it, if” the 
Goſpel, if all, wee have had all ; if wee have loit any thing, 
thanke unthankefulneſſe , if we looſe more gt will bee our owne 
fanlt; for God takes no forfeiture, but what unthankeful- 
neſſe makes, Let ns not then ſtand ſtill till the Lora reco- 
ver bis owne from 15,45 once from 1ſrael : but whilſt he bleſ= 
| ſes ts, let us preſent him with his owne,and jhew our ſelves 
1.Chr.2g.14 trm(y thankefull, whilſt he 1s infinitely bowntefull, Now true 
thankefulneſſe, is no: aleſſon ſoone learned; 1.the thing is 

ſelfz is made up of many parcels; 2.the party that un- 
=D dertakes it muſt be more thav 2 man: David, Pſal.9.1. mti- 
head mites ſo much, when for the matter , hee delivers it in foure 
--x unde 2 parts: wherecof, the firſt is acknowledgment of God mm all,the 
& 0/#, OZ Þ ſecond, 4 cyprarins and ſumming up of ſpeciallmercies, the 
ke , _ third, an expreſſion of fpirituall joy in God, as well as mm bis 
2 <_ rifts, and the fourth, a dedication of onr ſongs and ſelves to 
: rs Name Verſ. 1.2. And for the manner, preſſes, 1,megrity, 
wr ſa5jelt & obiett, Ver. 2./ancerity,for affeition and end, 
"erſ.2 Tf then we intend true thankefulxeſſe, wemuſt ſo [ce 
Gols Name written upon every token of his love, that with- 
all, wee keepe a regriter of the chiefeſt , aud ſo looke upon the 
fr,that tn ut we rel:ſh the giver, and ſacriſice owr ſelves ts 
Tor Name, Wee bee too jhort, if wee ariſe no higher than to 
Gods bleſſings : the bleſſed God is farre and farre beyond all 
cated bleſſings ; he is better than healththan wealth , than 
peace, than grace : all theſe be bat ſtreames that lc ad ws ts the 
fountam,bur beams that guide our eyes to that father of lights, 
Mal.4-2. $0 that Sonne of rig hteo:uſneſs,God reconciled, God incarnat7; 
God, made ours by h:s own gift and goodneſſe,is our peace,onr 

PCLS.1.2. belpe,our health, our life, our every thing, as David cannevery 
£ ſay enough this way ; and when wee ſce, and tajte, and feele all 
comfort, ſweetne(ſe, happineſſe m him,and thereupon unite our 


ſelves 


Hol. 2 : 9 . 


Jam 1-1 /+ 


The Epiſtle tothe Reader. 


ſelves to him, be trausformed wmto him, paſſe into him, as that 
holy Auſten ſpeakes , andmake hins our joy, our feare, our 
tru;t,our Lord,our food, our houſe our covering, our all,then, 
then are we truly thanksfall. Let us not then lucke upon health, 
peace,other bleſſings in rhemsſelves,looke upon them as they bee 
in God; ſee hims healing, bleſſing , ſaving : nay looke not ſo 
much what hee is to us, as what hee is to the whole body, nay, 
what he ts 191 his C briſt nay what in his bleſſed (elfe: how glori- 
0:45, how rich, how good, how far above all creaturesall pras- Net : 
: . > ; AC 9.5% 
ſes, all thoughts : O the pretiouſnes of his thoughts ta us ! O 
the herght depth,breadth,length of his love in Chritt : theſe 
cannot be fadomed by a David, by 4 Paul : but O the bound-_ 
lejſe, botrtomleſſe ſeaof beauty, glory, excellency, power,wiſ>. 
dome, roodne([e, that ts in the fountaine it ſelfe ! O the match... 
leſſs blendor that ts 1n that unapprocheable light that no mor- 
tall eye, no immortall c Angell can behold;here not to looſe our 
ſelves in admeration , is not.to /oue; not to beerapt and ravis 
ſhed with the Church, is et to prarſe aright : Aad thus we: 
ſhall never praiſe, till we fee the great God m the leaf? Mercy, | 
and an univerſal! rood in particular bleſſings, nav, when wee Pl.5I-15; + 
doe {0, nleſſe Goa open the mouth and en!arge the heart, our 
lips will 0t praiſe h:m: therefore we muſt have helpe from | 
Goa:f ever we will ſing to him © For az no man can define God © 
without God, ſs neyther can he pratſe him.Lavour thereforeto ©» 
be fildmith the fulnes of God with the Word of God,Col.3.16. 
with the Spirit of Gol, Eph.5.13.with the comforts and good 
meſſe of God, an {then eur mouthos will be {nll of ſongs, then 
we ſhall /ing to his Ntme, as the Prophet ſaith . maomfie PC.6 2.5. 
him, [rve to hims, doe #! tovins, which 1s true {rfe,true thanke- 
fulnejſe, Thists that thanke/arvimg which here 1 call upew 
every Reader to perſyrme , eſpecially upon my ſelfe, and my 
Chr:ſtian friunds abort the City. 4thath pl:aſed God to 
wonnd and heale us as he de did tiexckiah,there are not ma-: 
wy of , who didnot (1 thinke receive in onr ſelves the 
ſentence of death,as Herelkiain drd:now we are rejtored to (:je 
{ againe,vwhbat jhould we doe,but fing with him alithe dayes of 
our life? I have begun ro you, as 1 was then able, when Gods 
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(after perſonal and domeſticall ſickneſſes ) brought me ints 
his Houſe ; [beſeech you (econd megard letnot any preiu- 

dice frultrate my exhortatios, 
Truthit is, [have not beene able to anſver yonr loves, 
3187 deſires ;but reckon that amongit my croſſes nor my faults: 
Tis true, | undertooke you with much feare, but that aid flow 
from your ſufjiciency, and mime owne mabilittes, 1 left you 
 quackly; tis true, and m (0 ding, if [ aid 101 deſerve praiſe, 
bere 1 ams, 1 didpitty. Beloved, [ never had, ! nzver looke 
ro have m this pilgrimage , that comfort im my labours that 
there 1 found : What da(h:4 ſo hopeful begins, time will 
ſpeake when [ am ſpeechleſſe. In the meane, 1 am upon 4 
better argument : When [ {peake of man,l ſpeake of a poore 
nothing ; 1 am now m ſpeech of the great King,Pſal 45.1, 
Woen { ſpeake of mens infirmities (as needs 1 muſt, if I will 
Traducatur beale my ſelfe) I amraking in a channell ; whilſt I am con- 
nomen libi ut rexeplating Gods excellencies, I am ma garden of ſpices : 
appar humant- pgrdou me, if 1 preferre this ta that; and m caſe I forget my 
Chad Pop  owne name to magnifie Gods, and be content to receive a ſcar, 
Anchom.1z. hat many may eſcape awound, hol4 mee excuſed : it ſuffices 
Auz.de Dona- mee that wiſedome 1s [atisfied. As for wilfmlneſſe (which will 
iſt. not yeeld to truth becauſe tis wedded to fancy,and paſſion ) 
Ecelix ſcelus andugnora:ice, which names vertues and vices from the e- 
ae: $ a vent ) they are wn{atisfiable. Ae thmks ths concluſion ſhould 
conrent moaeſty. If at any time gn any thing 1 have grven 
offence, 1 humbly crave a pardon ; where none is arven,none 
will bee taken by the charitable : For the reſt, I ſay with that 
2" ChryLof Angelicall man, let them be honeſt, it ſufficeth, though [ bee 
Paul, 45 4 reede,2.Cor.1.17. a« a Keprobate, 2,Cor.l\.z9. And 
| now my worthy friends, let mee proceede in my exhortation, 
Showld 1 net love you, I were not a'man : for your lowe to mee 
hath exceeded all deſert and expettation ; and all the while 
ſome (by occaſion of your call ) have gamed more by my poore 
labours, than I car poſſibly looſe, I have no reaſon to repent 
me of this acquamtance, but more abundant cauſe of bleſs 
fmg God, and lowing yow ; only whereas [ could not heretofore 
8 perſon correſpond as was fit, let me at leaſt m writmg _ 
t24t 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
that expreſſion of my love, that 1 am able, b-fore I Toes the 
way of ail fleſh, Now what expreſſions canbe expetted from 
a Preacber, but praiers, praiſes, exhortations, cc 
hen you dyed,1 prayed for you #5 1 comld: now you trve, Tre- 
joice with yor,and call upon you to /mmg with mes, And where- 
as (4s tis well noted ) we uſually are beſt when worſt, and live Optimos eſſe 
beſt when wee dye fajteſ? > 1call upon yau, as upon my ſelf, rave pe Po 
ro remember your ſelves, and not only caſt {as the Heathen Pli.ep.l.-.Max. 
teaches ) how to hold your owne, but rather to exceed, - Tales «le (ani 
[ ever acalt freely with you, let me not now alter. Fame perſcveremus ,. 
ſaith, that London is as conctous, as proud,as wanton,as ſo- $1910. 
care a4 ever. I canWot beleeve it: it is almoſt impoſſiblethat [9 
| 6x indgement, ſo gracious a delrver«nce ſhould ſo ſoone 
e buryed. «Alas (London ) thou haſt as yet ſcarce buryed 
thy dead - the noiſe of bels, the cry of parents, the ſcri- 
chings of thy widdowes are not yet out of thine eares.the grim 
face of death ſtands yet in thy ſight, thy Moudy wounds are 
ſcarcely ſtanched as yet : If thou conldſt forget indgements, 
thou canſt not bee unſenſible of Gods mercies and thy change. 
, IF London ſhould, yet doe not you ( Beloved, ) let others ſe-. 
earity bee your feare, others mmpenttency your ſorrow ; and 
the leſſe others take ts heart Gods Treat, Gods remarkeable 
workes, by ſo much the more doe you improve the ſame to ali 
bely purpoſes. More mould 1 ſay to you, bat that I have 
prevented my ſelfe mn my more publique. exhortation ; both 
that awd this (more privately ſpoken out of my ſpecrall re 
lation and affection to you) I now commendra your ſeri9us 
conſideration and Gods bleſſing, who alone can ſpeabe to the 
heart beſeeching him, who therefore threatens that hee may 
not ſmite, to grve us cies to ſce plagues afarreoff, and 
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bearts to profit by leſſe, that we may not feele plagues yet nas inferar. 

ſeven times more , yet ſeven times worſe than all yet felt, T heodan Exe, 

Lev.26, Amen, CP7s 
Hanwell, March 20. 


Yours ever in the Lord, 
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RECOVERY: 


| Es &:- 3%. 9. 
The writing of Hezekiah King of Iudah,yhen hee 
hadbeene ſicke,and was recovered of his ficknes.. 


>2_ he prayed: 2.he is recovered, - 
2) and now he givesthankes.. 
» Our buſineſle lyes in thts 
@-4 latcr part; which is made up 
of theſe two: 1.an Inſcriptt- 
on, 2. aDeſcription of the Song. 

The Deſcriprion preſents unto us the parts of 
it; I.an aggravation of Hezekieb's former miſery: 
2.4n amplification of the preſentmercie. | 

The Inſcriprion acquaints us. 1. with thean- 
thor of the Song, King Hezekiah, 2.with the na- 
ture of it, a Poem written. 3. wich the argument 


of it,a Song of thankeſgiving for the —_— 
- ". 
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2 Hezekiah's Recovery. 
al of ſicknes,&reſtoring of health. And firſt to the 
firſt: the paſſage is cleer, ſick Hezekiah prayes,&c. 
Sicke Hezekieh prayes, found Hezekish ſings : 
as comfort ſucceeds his crolle, fo praiſes his pray- 
ers. Hence this : 
After prayers,praiſes. Prayers and prayſcs do 
not ſo enterfaire that they can never be ſepara- 


red,neither is there anie neceſsitic of premiſing 


petitions to each particular thankſgiving ; onely 
inageneralitiethis-is regular, when we have re- 
moved afflictions by prayer, we ſhould welcome 
deliverances with ſongs. So much was 1.eſtabli- 
ſhed by Law, Zevie. 3. & 7.after ſacrifices of pa- 
cification, followed ſacrifices of payments and 

thankſgiving. 27.ratified inthe Goſpell, Irs a 
generall Canon,7s any «fficted ? what if * Let hins 
pray; 1s any merry ? what then ? Let him ſing. Tis 
notunlawfull to pray in mirth, to ſing in miſerie, 
ordinarily; but tis ſimply neceflaric in afflitions 
ro be prayerfull, in the midſt of mercies to bee 
thankefull, and ro emtertaine ſeverall conditions 
with different behaviours. Hereof is ic that the 
Apoltle S.?as/doth fo often linke prayers and 
thankſpgivingstogerher : as who would ſay,when 
the one is put over,you muſt paſſe to the other. 
So much ( 3%.) upon particular occaſtons is 
1. preſcribed by God, 2. practiſed by his Saints. 
Particularswill nar bee needefull ro men who 
know the generallcourſe of Scriptures. So much 
(47 )S.lebn foretels,and ina fort undertakes for 
ſucceeding apes, in; his Revelar, What fmgin 


there ſhould be after perſecutions by Heatheniff 


Rome, 


Hezekiab's Recovery. 3 

Rome, hee foretels in his fift chapt. what there 
was,Euſeviu reports, c{pecially in his laſt booke. 
Againe , what fongs thould follow upon the 
Churches deliverance from Rome Chriſtian,or 
other (whether ſeducers or perſecutors ) S. John V.lubilees of 
fore-propheltes, time partly hath alreadic, and ——_ 
more fully will hereafter diſcover . So much . 
( 5%.) Education and Rcafon taught Heathens, 
and muſt perfwade us. For, firſt, if wee looketo Reaſc1,. 
God,he is (as the Prophet ſaith) worthy to bee : 
praiſed; 1.allcxcellencie is his, therefore alt ho- 
nour,ſaith reaſon in- Philoſophers. 2. All Reli- 
gion is due to him, therefore all thankes,which is 

_ areligiousact; for to the higheſt Maicſtic is due - 
the loweſt fubjeQton,and rhat is Religion,which 
ſubjects the ſoule. 3. Hee isrhe firſt ſpring and 
author of good : all excellencie and honour is in- 
veſted in him,and derived from him,and therfore___.. 
muſt returne to him, Rom. 1 x v7. 
. 2. If weconkderthething it ſelfe; thankes is 
duc after mercies received,and wee cannot with- 
hold it without many incongruitics: firſt(as is im- 
plied) Religionis violated, which tels us that wee 
I.oweto Gadall _ ſervice; 2. that thank{ 


Reaf. te 


giving is 2 {peciall worſhip, wherin we transferre 
all honour from creatures to God,?/alm.s5 o.lt. 
3. that wee are no lefle bound'to acknowledge - 
Gods workings in our praiſes , than his willing- 
nefle in our prayers. 

2: Chariticis viohted , which bids us lovean 
enemy, much more a God ; to bleſke rhoſe thar 
curte,much more thoſe that bleſle us ; to'over- 

B. 2 Come. 
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come evil with good, much more to anfwergood- 
neſſe with goodneſle. Indeed kindnefle, by the 
rules of friendſhip &love inthe-Hearhens judge- 
ments,doth challenge eyther.recompence, if we 
deale with our matches, or acknowledgement 
where the diſtance is great ; & the greaterthis,the 
greater that. Now betwixr God &cus the diſtance 
15 infinite,and iftwere poſsible our love & thank- 
fulnefſe ſhould fill up that diftance, and extend ir 
ſelfe into infiniteneſle. 

On the other fide, not to bee as forward with 
our praiſes as prayers, argues baſe {clfe-loveand 
ſervilitic,and makes irappeare that wee love nor 
God but his gifts ; nay, 1n truth that wee ſecretly 
hate him. For wee begrudge no man the praiſe 
of his kindnefle,bur whom. wee eyther envieor 
hate: now God 1s above the reach of our low 
envic; and therefore our lothneſle to acknow- 
ledge him, proceeds from our inbred enmity a- 
gainſt him,when oof the twaine wee had rather de- 
nic his gracc,than yeeld our ſelves beggars and 
dependants, 

3 luſticeis violated : we owe God thankes, 
I.in pointof Law and covenant ; Tis our profe(- 
fion,our promile, our cheefage and rent that is 


Gratiſpecia- due tO him : ſo that the Orator ſpake notover, 
ts pars 1uſtitie. when he intimated that Ingratitude was a kinde 


Cic.l-2-at tm 
O88, ; 


of Unjuſtice. For what more unjuſt,than rode- 
taine,againſt all deſert and covenanr,Gods right? 
2.[n point of moralitic and honeſtic; in manners 
wee muſt reciprocate with men, much more with 
God : nor can he be an honeſt man,who is nor a- 
ſhame 
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ſhamed tobe an unthankfull man. 

3 Ifweecompare the dueties,no reaſon bur 
we ſhould be as full of thankes as prayers : 1. 1 
am.ſure we haveas many mercics as crolles,com- 
forrs (in preſent and reverſion)as wants. 2. All 
our ſorrowes and afflitions are deſerved,all our 
comforts undeſcrved:: if that muſt not weaken 
our prayers, {urcly this muſt greaten our thankes. 
3. Thankfulnefle will become us as much as beg- 
ing,nay (as the Propher adds) as much benefit vs, 
as much comfortus.: Thankefulnefſe holds gld 
mercies,and wins new; yea,greater thankfulnefle 
isa ſurer evidence of love and finceritie rhan 
praycr,and no lefle a cauſe rhana figne of joy ; if 
not ſenior to prayer in the world, yet of more la- 
ſting,atlcaſt of more excellencie in the worldto 
come, 

Once,it is atleaſt as needfull for us togive up 
praiſesas prayers, for theſe reaſons : Firſt,we are 
(for cerraine) as forgetfull of rhe conſolarions as 
of crofles, nay more, becauſe we arc more fenſu- 
all than intelleuall, and fulleſt of ſ{elte-love.Se- 
condly,weare as likely to mitcarrie in proſperity 
25 in adverſttie, unlefle rhe one: bee ſanctified by 
thankſgiving,as well as the other by prayer. As 
Croſles without prayer will embittcr us, ſo Bleſ- 
ſings withour praiſes will ſwell us , and niake us 
giddic,unleſſe wee allay our wine with fome of 
this ſuzar, rhankes I meane,which is ſweer-in it 
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ſelfe,moſt comfortable ro us, and more acceprta- ©£**-7 5: 


ble ro God than ſweeteſt Wines or Incenſe. 
Weclwe heare what ſhould be; nowby way 
of 
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6 Hexekidh's Recovery. 
of rcfleQion lets doe- rwo things : whereof the 
 firſtis, fee what wee have done. Prayers and 
pratſcs ſhould facceedicach other, as day dorh 
night,fuomer winter;what fay you 7 hath it bin 
ſo? Thetruth is, when I caft my thoughts back- 
ward unto publick proceedings, I find what doth 
fomewhatcomfort mee, I finde, firſt; that after 
publicke humiliarions in 88. our moſt happy 
Queene was moſt publicke and folemne in her 
thankſgrvings : next,after our deliverance in 
1604.Nov.5.4 ſet time appointed for folemne 
praiſes ; thirdly, after dehberation had, ſome 
thankſgivings added ro eur publick prayers. But 
when we looke into private paſſages, alas wee are 
all roo blame : we goe to God in our diſtrefles,as 
Turkes ute to goe rotheir 24abemer, or others to 
rheir Ladie, by troupes and Caravans ; but when 
we be delivered, we returne like thoſe Lepers in 
the Goſpell, ſcarce one inten, intwentic, ina hun- 
dred.To ſpeake ſooth, moſt of us have ſmall rea- 
ſon to gloric in our praicrs; they be too faint,too 
few,too much overrun with pride & unbeleefe : 
but in thankeſgiving wee are ftarke naught, worſe 
than naught. Slt.we will not fee wa for trees, 
mercies tor bleffings ; when wee cannottell how 
to looke befides them, we will not falluponthem 
in our thoughts : wants we ſece,and ſoare {tl 
virg; favours weewill not ſee; and: foare never 
thankfull. When fpeechis of crofles, wee have 
all ;croflesin body.croflcs in ſoule,crofles in c- 
ſtate,croſles in friends,our lifeis made of crofles: 
when of merciecs, we.can finde none abowt houſe, 
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no money in purſe,no corne in barne,no comfort 
in the houſe, no friend in the world, wee ſeeno 
land,nothing bur ſea. | 
Secondly,when wee ſee, wee will not ſpeake : 
when we fall uponcroſles, wee are eloquent be- 
yond truth, we adde,we multiply, we ariſe inour 
diſcourſe,likc him in the Poer, I am rwite, thrice 
miſcrable,nay tentimes,nay rwentie times,nay a {29: n Pi: 
thouſand times miſerable; But when ir comes to 5-1, hs 
mercies,we ſpeake of them as maletactors doe of «9! 2 7r7rous. 
their faults, yeelde no- more than whar can beex- 3,7,,;,..*% 
rorted from us,or proved againſt us,as if WE-WETe weizzs. 
loath to peach Godor ourfelves. Or if (thirdly) 
weeſay any thing.it israrherto ſetup our felves, 
cthan'God, and the facrifice is intended 26- our 
netts,witts, providence, more than to Gods mer- 
Cie: in truth we ſerve our ſelves in praiſes as Ig- 
norants doe in prayers, they fet up fleſh and e- 
ftablith merir;under a colour of prayer; and wee 
ander a flourith and varnith (of God be thanked) 
vent our pride, and ſtroke our ſelves. The worſt 
unthankfulneſle is, when men love not to be be- 
holdento God. Or laftly.if ſoine thing beeſaid, 
thats all, forlictle is: done : Trac thankefulnefle 
ſtands in a reciprocationof affeftions & aG@ions . / 
Wee ſhould returne love for love,and ſervice at 
leaſt for kindneſfle ; but wee doe not fo. Ir fares 
witfrus as once With Irael;theeare, which taſtes 
words as the raſte doth meats, was fo filled wirh < goo ng : 
choler, thar they could reliſh nocomfort{(Exed. 4nima iii 
6.9.) whileſt avoſcs and 4rro ſpake: and our 297 4: 
thoughts bee-fo fowred-with the taſte of crofles, 
= that 


_— — — — — ————— 
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thar we can taſte no mercies, at leaſt wee cannot 
taſte che ſweernefle of rhe giver inthegift ; and 
thence itis that our affections lye dead within us, 
whilſt his mercies ſwarmeabour us. Hee ſhewes 
his power in the greatneſſc,his wiſedome in the 
ſeaſonebleneſle, his truth in the conſtancie, his 
grace inthe freenefle, the riches of bis merctesin 
the fulneſle of his bleſſings; but. nor one nor 0+ 
ther affect us. Our hearrs are ſo. farre from De« 
vids zeale hereupon,asthatlike N «ba/s) rheyare 


' CEyther;as: cold; or heavie as:a.ſtoac. Miſerable 


hearts,and miſerably dead; when- fo manie war- 
ming; and reviving comforts cannot raiſe then 
upwards: butn the meane,whar hope of quicke 


acRjans;when we labour with ſo dead affeRions £ 


3+  Fordeeds : true thankefulneſle improves 
the gift,torhe givers honour, A friend gives mea 
King, lle weare itfor his ſake ; a Booke, Ile uſe it 
for his ſake ;a Iewell, Ile keepe it for his fake,that 
is,ſo as-may beſt cxpreſle my love, and report his 
goodneſſe. Were wee trucly thankefull ro our 
God,wee would uſe all his rokens-for his ſake 
cate our meate tohim, weare our clothes to-him, 
ſpend our ſtrength for him, live to him, ſleepeta 
him,dye for him : but ( out upon our unthanke- 
fulneſle) we uſc his bleſſings as Jha did /chorams 
meflcngers,David Goliab's (word, we turne thera 
againſttheir Maſter, & fight againſt heaven. with 
that heath, wit, .wealth, thoſe friends, meancs, 
mercies that wee received thence. It this be 
thankfulnes, to be ſo muchrhe more provude,idle, 
ſecure, wanton, ſcornefiull, nate" 
IuCi 
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much the more wee are enriched, advancedand 
blefied, I cannotrell who may be called unthank- 
full. Brethren, underſtand your ſelves, there is 
not this day a Nation under heaven more bound 
toGod than we be, if now, we ſhal waſt that time 
in ſpyingour flawes inthe State, and matter of 
complaint at home,that ſhould be raken up in re- 
counting mercies.tisfuſt with God to lay us even 
with other diſtreſſed Churches, and to make us. 
know what we had by what we want. If any place 
beyet left foradmonition, be wee all adviſed to 
call rominde, with Pheareok 5 Butler, this day our Gen,41.9 
faulr, even that fault which is our nationall finne, 
the ſinne of unthanketulnefle : and be ir granted 
(by you and me,and by us all) that never people 
have had more cauſe, but taken lefle occaſion of 
bl God. | 

2 Andnow(to ſpeake forward) let us take Y{ 2. 
forth Hezetiah's leſion ; after fighes lers ſend | 
forth ſongs,as he did : nay,he in the midſt of ſor- *R<5:10-19% 
rowes can finde ſome matter of praiſe : nay,the, _ 
Church when ſhe only liv'd, conhd'yer 0 arena 
bi mercy that we have ſo much. If the beſt people 
catr{ingin troubles, ſhould not wee in peace © If 
they can when diſtreſſed,ſhould not we when de-' 
livered : If they bee ſo ſenfible of — 
ſhoukinot.we of a hundred, of a rthoufand 2 It 
may be corny orerng een day of afflici- Ok 
on were more. No, in and ſorrowes wee Ar. 
are as ready to vowand promiſe thankes as any; 
andif topromiſe;ſhould we nor topay 2 Irmay ©, 
be eur deſerts are greater; as - 

Tf, Can 


of! 3 


Ob: 


Sol, 


* ayd.dinembred:s Urry: ane members! 
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can calonge 29y thing bus by venue of the 
promiſe,and that was. theirs. as muchas ours.” Ir. 
may be theis engagements were: more rhan ours... 
No,whcther welogkete the freencfle of rhe gi- 
ver,or greatnelk; of the gifts, weowe as much as. 
who doth-molt. 

_Forthe rſt, rhe Lord: hath caſtupon us. blef<. 
ſings,not. only yadeferved, but undefired, unex- 
pected he hath beene better to. us than his-pro- 
raiſe,thap.our Prayers, than our hopes : hec hath. 
prevented us; with.ſume which: wee never forc-- 


 thoyght,yea-done more farus than we are aware 


of; and:hebath.giyen us ethers, which-wee never. 
durſt once hope fer, I thinke the man lives nor, 
that.ever dui} promiſe tohiodelte fo many: daies 
of happineſſc, failengapeace;ſo-fuddema cure of 
the land,fo flouriſhinga Church,ſo happica time - 
as wee have enjoyed 3, and what gifts more free 
thanduch as preventall prayers,cxceedall hopes, 
andare not.qnly above buragainſtall deſerrs * 
For.the ſecond, thing, which greatens a kind-. 
nefle,to wit,greatneſitand multitnde of kindne(- 
ſes, who is ablero recount particularsſhall I-fay- 
nay.) the verallkindes ofchem { Firſt; we have 


| hleſsingsprivato,as many;as: ſoulc &body; houſe 


and field, ficld and towne;townanandcauntry can; 


hold. Secondly,we haye bickings publickcand: 


nationallbeyand tuanher ; ether. nations bleed, : 
wc 1lcepe;. others begge, wee-abound; orhers. 
ſtarve,we, lurker; athers; grope-in- the darke, our: 
Suage ſtill thines;; athers are quito-difijoy mod! 


heads. - 
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heads.heads without bodics, forlorne men, with- 
out Law, without Goſpell, without Charches,or 
Teachers,or Livings,or Bookes,or all : wee have 
all ;, Magiſtrates , Minifters , Lawes , Trades, 
Schools, Churches, Townes, all, and all of the 
beſt; of Kings che beſt, of Courts the beſt,of Law 
the beſt,of Baokesrhe beſt, of Sermons the beſt, 
of ayrc, of fare,of water, of all che beſt : and can 
we not yet {ce martcrof thankfulneſſe - 

O bn cheſe be bleſsifngs farre off, they tonch 
muy rticular. © 
! have wee notall our private intereſts 
Ber" omar But fpcake in weben 
neſt; haſt thouno particular favoars? no 
ptivative,nanepofrtiver for ſhame yeeld bode” 
Yeaburwhereberhey 2 
Nay wherebe they not ? thon heft eyes, aske 
the bande whether chat be nota blefsing ; thou 
haReaves , aske the deafe whetherthat becnor'a 
blebingthowhatarongae ,whatthinks i _ 
of that * chouhaft — wars, tmbs , 
bones.ſinewes.vcins.merciesenow berwher Perm 
& foottofilla volunne, is attthisnorhing Nay tel 
me,w® waycanſt thoulook, berthon! eſt trrer- 
cies? what cant thau touch. bur thoufecieſt mer- 
cies; wherecanſt rhowread; bur thouſtandeft on 
Ce eh IN 
©:Every every) IAN; everie 
ſplint, evericnailea bleſfsing : nay , whatisrhy 
houſe made. of but bleſsings'? whit is i it filled 
with but blesingsr blefsings of the Bane, ble£- 
fingsafthe Fir , ling of chew mb, uf 
E588 Che 


©b. 
Anf. 


Os. 
An. 
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bleſsings : nay , whats the World made of bur 


--3:[Lin 141iz. blefSings 2 Heavens, Starres, Fire, Ayre, Water, 


Mart, 


Earth, withall in the one, with all in the other 


bleſsings ; ail thin —_— , all perſons blef 


ſings, allcſtares bleſsings , all rimes bleſsings,as 
S.Paul diſcourſcth, 1.Cor. 3. «it. Now when the 
Lord doth ſo ladeus with benefites.and that dai» 
ly,ſhall not wee be thankefull © B/e//e, faith our 
Saviour, whes yew arecurfed ;.and ſhall wee not 
bleſle being thus blefled £ 

All this while I ſpcake nothing*of fpirituall 
bleſsings; indeed no tongue can reach them,: we 
can cloſe them all within one word, one ſyllable, 
God hath givenus Chriſt, but whara gitt is that? 
In him he hath given us a new world : the olde 
world was forfeyted inaday; houfe,gronnd,fur- 
niture.all forfeited in {dam : then came inthe 
promiſed ſeed, the bleſſed ſeed Chriſt,andin him 
allchings are madenew ; new heavens,newearth; 
new Church,new tenure;all things renewed, ber- 
tered with infinite advantage. to vs, bur coſt to 
Chriſt : Whatathing was. that, for the Creator 
to become acreature,for life to dye, for happineſs 
to weepe, for glory tobe buffered, forimmortalt= 
tic to bee buried !-O Loxd Chriſt, who would 
havedone thus for ancnemic, for a friend, befides 
thy ſclfe © But tis done ; hee was made fleſh, ſeene 


ofan inof 1d in prave,raifedto plo- 
rie,and we are nowredecmed,juftified, fanQified., 
glorified in him. R juſtified, ſanRified, 
glorified } what words be theſe? what things?No 
man,no Angell can. conceive x 

855 


* 
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things : when wee have ſaid all, alt is this, God 
hath given us Chriſt, that is, God hath given us 
himſelfe,and all the creatures in heaven & earth. 
God hathdelivered us from the evill of alkevils, 
and harh given us the bleſsing of all bleſsings,the 
marrow of all comforts ; the earth is ours, the 
heavens ours.the word ours, the fpirit ours, God 
ours becaufe Chriſt is ours. Now then when in 
Chriſt our head wee arc eſtated in the whole 
world, have we not matter of thankfulnefle 2 yes 
(we now fee it) if we had hearts . | 

But how ſhal's geta thankefull heart firſt, and 035. 
expreſle it next ? 

our for three ſaving graces; x .Humility; Auf 

2. Faith; 3. Love.. All thefe ſend amanabroad, 
and make him ſeeke himſelfe in orhers. 

Firſt, HumYiric empties a man of all great opi- 
nions of the creature, and fills himwith an high 
admiration of the Creator. The humble man fo 
well underftands himelfe, and other cfearures, 
and Gods excellencie, that he ſees rhat toommach 
cannotbe aſcribed to God.roo littke ro man :-and 
| therfore he ts very PIN AW i 
allthe praiſe and glorie from all creatures; 
the more hee carr abaſe fleſh and:exalt God\,the 
moreglad he is. Labour then ro be humble men 
with /«cob,and you wil findyourfclves lefte than 
the leaſt; Eiucur.jthent you, will ſee; marrerof VFrodfecd::. 
thankfulnefle there, where the proude finds mar- 
rer of murmuring. E7 
- Secondly,Faithisanother ingvertue:it 
_ laycs up all.its. rreafiuue in! anochers houſe, and 

x WI | leaves. 
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lcaves it in anochers hands for feare of robbing. 

The faithfull mans rreafurcis Chrift , his life is 

Chriſt his crowne and glorie is Chrift : if Chriſt 

hkathNonour, he hath honour h; therefore 

hewillingly carries all ro Chriſt. Labour then 

for faith : for if faith once unite you co Chriſt, 

that yoube one, and unite you to God through 

Chriſt,that you can lookupon Gad as your God, 

then you wall ſecke hishanour as your owne. 

 Thixdly,love ſcekes noni owne( eyther pro - 

fite or credite) it ives.itt anorher,and it works for 

another : in that meaſare that weelove God, wee 

willlecke Gods glory,we will ſpeake good of his 

4458.7; 0802nd (ct out his praiſes. O love him whois 

<> Chry.aod Ipvebeauric,nay gloricirſelfe: and ifrbowlove, 
27-4nt.ho.64. thou praiſeſt;as 4u/h 

' Thusthe beart will be macdand fer right,if it 

beabroken heart, abetceving hearr,, a zealous 

heart will enditewell praiſes wilſtreame fromic 

yaswatcr frama fountaine,P/e.45.1. 

burthen Gathe next place)the outward manmuſt 

conaure;the tongue muſtwalke apacelikea fwift 

pa —_— _— _ 

upthe camplaints chou madeſt in rhine 

atitions,be as 'cloquent in enlarging thy for- 

rowers naw:pait, as thou'waſt then ; fpeake now 

what paihesfeares, gricfes, fumes God hath now 

 dalivexed thee from, as Hezekiobdothihere : im- 

_ thy then ſorrowes to preſent thanketul- 

neſle, 
Secondly., recount thy vowes and promilcs 
Ce Regus, 
| W 
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what vowes thouthen mad'ſt, O if God would 
this once helpe me. theſe fautrs thould be lefe, 
and theſe duerics done : now pay thy vowes. 

x Hearethe other creatures, they'fing,&c. zz 

2 Thy fleſh muſt rejoyce( as Davis fpeakes) 
inthe Lord, thy faceand coumenance mult take 
upand looke cleerely, thy feet muſt be lift up as 
1xcobs were, thy hands muſt be ſer on worke, 
thankefulneſle mult be acted, nor onely ralkr of. 

Here know, firſt,that hee is moft rhankefull that _. PO 
livesbeſt, thar lcaves moſt fauksand doth. moſt £17745 
g00d.  AugainPſ 34. 

Secendly,thatall we doe or forbeare,muſt bee 
done our of thankefuinefle for what we alreadie 
hold,or have good bonds for. - 

Thirdly, thar our thankes-mult in-ſome mea-" 
ſureanſwer Gods-mercy,andour formermiſery ; > 
the more our fighes were , the more our fanps-. 
muſtbe ; the more prayers. were made, the | 
praiſes muſt follow (for thoſe bee double mer- | 
cieSthat followupon prayer). and next for Gad; 
the more remarkeable rhe deliverance was, the 
more foleraneandheartie the. thankſgiving t matt | 
be , for ſingular mencies wegnuſt dee fome'! | 
larthing,ſerapart ſamerune; ſome Preſent, Ge 
gift,doc fome thing thar may-ſcale upobrhom: | 
bleſbacknow Gods 

Mercies works nar done, 
atoms racine, v.Chrow, 32.57. 

Now to particalars., a et title, | | 
torhobadicof thes The ale arena ebus 
vatipahe' qpative: of: the Sup, # Wrelny! dis == 

iS: matter . | 


ps ixt.Sex.&- 
ac Tenain bis 


I/ag. 


P.Santt. &r 


Muſculad lock. 


ergo tis not fo 


wel cntuled by 


the JO. oeyo- 
<8. : 
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matter of it, a Narration, t. of his ſicknefle ; 2.0f 
his, recoverie:: which two parts make up the 
whole Song following. 

Por the firſt,the _ enquirable about this 


Song are chiefly three : firſt, what kind of writing 
itis : ſecondly,by whom it was written : thirdly, 
for whatuſe. 

Which three queſtions ſhal reccive theſe three 
ſhort anſwers following. 

x Thewriting is Poeticall, and delivered in 
Verſe, for the hclpe both of memoric and affe- 
Qtion, 

2 ForthePenman, we cannot ſay mucheof 
certalntie,nor is it much marcriall; this is cer- 
tainc, Hezekieh made eyther the deſcant or plain- 
ſong. 2. the Worthies of God, 106, David, Sa/s- 
2m0x,8&c.,were much dclighted with Poetry. 3 .the 
Kings of Iudah( ſundry of them ) were endued 
with ancxtraordinarie ſpirit, & a divine ſentence 
was often.intheirmouthes, as wee fee in the wri- 
tings,and ſpeeches,and praiers of divers ofthem: 
wherefore if wee ſay that Hezekiah pend this 
with his own hand; we {ay more than what ſeems 
rcaſdnable-in ic ſelfe, and” probable to others. 
Howbeit ifanic will contend( from the phraſe) 
that the wozke was E/aies, and the motion onel 
from Hezehjab,we will nocgainfay it: ir ſuſfice, 
that; Hezetioh was; the firſt moyer, andthatthe 
Lord hath now pleaſed to adde it to the Canon, 
aS he did alſo his Letters, 2.Chren.30. | 

: Fox-the third queſtion, the _ Kings mea- 
rung was to. conſearnate{with this ſong) humſclte 
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and his life to Gud.and to leave this uponrecord 
as a pledge and proofe of his thankfulneſſe ro all 


ſteritie. 

In his practiſe, take notice of our ductie. 

Wee muſt addeto our preſent thankeſsivings 
ſore pawneand monument of our thankfulneſſe 
for the furure . We muſt, for great bleſsings,ſtake 
downe preſent thankes: that's one dueric , bur 
thar's not all ; wee muſt leave ſome monument 
therof(as we may) to poſteritie, and caſt how we 
may eternize Gods praiſes, and procure him ho- 
nour in{urviving ages. 

This (firſt) God commands ; Te/lit (faith hee, 
when he ſpeakes of great mercics) rothy childrens 
children. i.e. convey thankefulneſle to poſteritie, 
and keep on foot Gods praiſes to the worlds end, 
if poſsible. Hereof is it,that the Lord ſets a ſpeci- 
all Accent upon ſpeciall mercies, and takes order 
that they may bee reported to ſucceſsion. Thus 
when hc had ſer 1ſracll over Iordan.and in poſ- 


DF. r. 


ſe(sion of his countrey, Set wu» ( faith hee) ones, lolk.4.7,8,5. 


ſome in the water, ſome on the land, that may 
witneflſe my mercie,yourthankfulnefle,for after 
times; lerthe very place ſpeake ir. Andelſewhere, 
Day unto day (as here place to place) muſt utter 
his goodneſfle and mans gratitude . Hence thoſe 


ſolemniries of the Paſſe-over for one mercie. of 7... . 


Pentecoſt for another,of Tabernacles forathird, 
of Trumpets for a fourth, of new Moones for a 
fift,8&c. God for great mercies would have a 
commemoration,aday of publicke thankſgiving 
NET car _ 


I | 


Eſt.g. 


23. Chr-20 


1. Sam. 21. 


Audg.8. 


V-Rainel.pre- 
& 4.208. at !. 
Apvc. 


And fo make 
T rift our 
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Secondly, as God commanded, fo his people 
practiſed this duetie ; ſometimes they fer our 
rime,as in the feaſt of Purim ; ſometimes they ſet 
up Altars, as Abrahams often ; ſometimes they 
leave a marke upon the place, as 7ehoſaphat inthe 
valley of Feracah; ſometimes they multiply ſa- 
crifices, as Salomen,&c. ſometimes they dedicate 
{ongs, as David often; ſometimes they preſent 
__ hang up ſome monument of victorie,recove- 
ric,or the like,as David Goliah's (word, Gideon his 
Ephod-like preſent, whateverit was, Hezekiah his 
Poeme,wherher in parchment, brafle,marble,&c . 
and allthis ro this end,that Gods praiſes moughr 
out-livethem , and bee ſung by men as then un- 
borne;as David ſpeakes. Thus they of old, reaſon 
calls for the like from us. 

x Tisbut civilitie to return bleſsing for ble 
ſing : an Heathen will doc it... Now God bleſles 
us beyond this life,not onely in heaven butupon 
carth,in our names, eſtates, poſteritie, kindred , 
and why ſhould not wee futureand prorogue our 
bleſsings beyond Life alſo 2 

2 Tis but honeftic to pay our debts : now 
doe what we can,we ſhall die in Gods debt. Sith 


we be not ableto pay all at once, lets be paying 


in our heiresand executors to the worlds cnd. 


beyre, ascbryſ, 3 TiSacourſe wetake with earthly Benefac- 


de laude Det. 
V.Aug.inP[, 
9 Is 


A> Sam; 
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rors,we would perpetuate their fame tocternitie 
if we could, and doe wee not owe more to God 2 

4 Tis good policic to build Gods name, for 
then God will build ours, as hee faid to K. Devid 
ofan houſe : if wee honour him,hee will honour 


US , 
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us. indeed Hezekich eternizeth his owne name in *.Chr-z2.32, 
thus magnifying Gods. ' w 

Laſtly,tis a ſure evidence of our finceritie and 
true love ro Gods name, when wee defire that it 
may out-live ours,and bee glorified by others as 
well as by our ſelves. 
Having thus concluded the point, the applica- Y7 r- 
tion ſhall runne all one way, and thisit is; What 
ſogooda King praftiſed, fo great a God chal- 
lengerh, ſo cleere reaſon per{wadeth, let us now 
practiſe. Tell me( my brethren ) are not wee in 
Gods debt as well as Hezekiah ? Was not hee as 
thankefull for the preſent as wecan be 7 Are not 
we bound,to pay our debts, to edifie poſteritie as 
muchas he 2 Wel then, if you have as much cauſe 
as he,as great need as he,as manie motives as hee, 
doe as he did, praiſe God witha laſting ſong ; doe 
ſomething that may ſet the world a ſinging when 
you are ſkceping in the duſt. Want ye as yet mo- 
tives * Looke to your Father; his goodnefle lives Tis Figne of 
for cver towards you,let your thankes be immor- hag oj peer 
rall to him : looke to your Redecmer ; hee is the publ.good:. 
ſame foreverto you, bethe ſame to him, in all 
maner of thanketulnefle : looke to predeceſſors ; 
they have left us monuments of their love to 
God andus, lets reach them with advantageto 
| poſteritic : looke to ſucceſſors ; rhey heyreour 
ſ{t1nesand forrowes, lets leave them fome fongs 
and matter of jo __ as caute of pink : 

' looketo our Adverfaries ; the raid us, as 
f Penxinnah did Hannah,with DE thtls : eng my 
they crake tharall our Churches, Hofpitals, Col- 
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ledges are theirs.: And albcitenoughis faidand 
done alrcady to breake the teeth of theirfſlanders, 
yct if poſſible lets (as our S.#eter adviſeth)muzle 


 themquiteby doing more good.. 


You will ſay (perhaps) the leſſon is good and 
notunſcaſonable,bur it concerns Hezekrahs,great 
men,rich men,learned men, that have meanes of 
expreſſing themſelves publiquely ; but alas wee 
arc poore,{imple,obſcure,&c. 

Yeaburhear me ; you are in Gods debr too,are 
younorts You muſt pay your debts, muſt you 
not? Tenants muſt pay theirrent,a cheefage,G&c.. 
muſt they not? Wel then, if you owe leſle, pay 
leſle: if you hold not ſo inuch of your Land-lord 
asanother doth, yet I -pray youpay tor your cot- 
rage,and for that you hold : you are a'tenant to 
Godas well as King Hezecki4h, pay your rent. 

O06, Buttwill not be acceptedxis ſo poore. 

Sol. Come, thats a put-off; a Marke by the 
yeare from a Cortier,isaccepred as well as ahun- 
dred pounds from a Farmer. Underſtand that 
God weighs circumſtances, and tis accepted ac- 
cording tothata man hath : Goats. haire pleaſes 
him as well as Iewels from ſome hands; two 
mites as well as two millions. Hee needs'not 
gifts, he reſpects the giver,andtis poſhible for him 
thathath but a ſubjects purſe to have a kings hart; 
as tis ſaid of Aravnah,he was buta ſubje,bur yer 
gave likea King,2.5am.24.23, 


Ob. O burwee have no ſuch encouragements 
to giveas Hezekiah had. 


Sel, And why, I pray ? 1. God wrought a 
| WOll- 
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wonderful deliverance for him; he hath wrought 
as great for thee,for mce, for us allit may be bo- 
dily, certainly ſpiricuall. 

2 The world was not fo bad then as now; a 
man can publiſhnothing bur tis carpt ar, ſettleno ® 
perpetuitic but tis perverted, Schools, Colledges, 
Hoſpitals;all abuſed. Come,come,this is bur ſhif- 
ting: 1.the world: is {till like it felfe; all never 
were,never will-be good : 2. theſe and ſuch like * 
objections werelong ſince anſwered by Sa/omor; 
Eccl, x 1.view them art leiſure. In the meane,marke 
what I ſay to thee: firſt, if thoucanſtnot truſt po- 
ſteritie,and all honeſtic muſt needs dic with thee; 
doe ſomcthing whilſt- thou haſt rime,Ga/. 6. O 
but whats = to-poſteritie 2 Yes, He ſhew thee 
how thou mayeft now lay a foundation for po- 
ſteritie,and do thatthis yeare,this moneth,which 
may turne to Gods honour & thouſand yeares 
hence. How isthat< Thus : Arr thoua father of 
children?r.write Gods mercics upon theirnames 
(ſo thou be not phantaſticall) and let thy children 
weare therein Gods praifes to: their graves ; at 
Ieaſt write them in their memories and hearts.tell 
thy children,andcharge them to deliveritdown- 
wards to theirs, what God hath beene to thee, 
what great things he hath done in thy-dayes,and 
ſo make walking Librariesand living Bookes of 
thy children : A godly poſteritie is a breathing 
altar: 2..Artthou childleſle 2 yer ſer up an altar 
inthy houſe, worke thy people to heaven-wardz 
ſow good ſeed amon '” 4 ſervants,and ſome of 
themandtheirs may bleſſe God for thee ahun- 
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dred yeares hence. Art thoua poore man ? bee 

rich in grace, readie to everie good worke, and 

thy name ſhall live when thou art dead : no men 

inScriprure more commended & renowned, than 

—= men and women,;God himſclfe writes their 
ves, and records their good deeds. 

O but Iam fo poore, that I have no meanes of 
ſhewing my thankfulneſle. Doe not ſay fo, hee 
never wanted mecanes that did not want an heart, 
get thar,and God will fit thee with oportunities 


" aShe hath with abilities. Never tell mce; thou 


mayſt make the world the better for thec a great 
while hence if thou wilt . How * 

I Ifthou wouldeſt borrowalittle from back 
and belly, twentie to one thou moughteſt lend 
God ſomething. 

2 If that cannot be,ſfay with Peter, 402.3.6.S- 
ver aud gold I have none, but ſuch as l have Iptve; 
Ile pray,lIle worke, [le adviſe, le plant, fow, doe 
ſomething thatſhall doe good hereafter : there is 
not the leaſt roe but it harh its uſe and excellency 
in the bodie. Art thou learned 2 doe good that 
way, as Hezekiah did. Some conceive him well 
feene inthe Mathemaricks ( belike becauſe of his 
buildings,water-courſes.and the figne given him 
by God ) howfoever, wee have his Epiſtle and 
Poemeextant, and they hold our inſtruction to 
the worlds end. If God hath given thee ſuffici- 
enctc in this kinde,thou mayelſt ſpeake thy minde 


tomen yet unborne, and convey to them that 


lighe which God hath reached to thee. Be not 
roo carious this way ; thou ſceſt that ſome m _ 
” | CLid- 
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ſcribling age fer forth their owne wits, ſome their 
owne folly : doe thou ſet forth Gods praiſe,and 
ayme at mans good ; write ſomething (as thy gift 
is) that may doe.poſteritie good. We arc infinit- 
ly boundto God for the bleſsing of Printing , 
and to our fathers for their labours : and wee of 
Englandare much to blame, if we leave nor Arts 
and Tongues. more refined and perfected than 
wefoundrthem,and the Scriptures more fully o- 
pened , nq people living better furnithed with: 
mcanes, no writings extant better accepted a- 
broad, or tq better purpoſe at home. O thar in 
ſtead of rriflers, Scholars would make themſelves 

ublique,and not burie their treaſure with them 
Fike miſers,or leave their workes like fatherlefle 
childrentorhe mercy of ſtrange mid-wives,when 
themſclves are gone. 

Artthou rich * let King Hezekiah be thy pat- 
terne : he was a good Common-wealths-man, he 
built much, he conveyed water to the Citie, hee 
fortified the land, and did good in warre and 
peace : 2. He was a good Church-man,he coun- 
renanced the Miniſteric,he reſtored theinmeanes 
and livings,hee repaired Gods houſe, aduanced 
Gods worſhip,defaced the contrarie. Thy place 
(haply) willnor fufferthce to hold pace with him 
in all yet follow him as thou maift : 1.asacitizen 


in Kings and: 


V. Fox Mart.in. 
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Reade his life 
Chron. 


and member of rhe State,caſtthe publique good; 


ſee what good may be done in thy Ierulalem,the 
towne of thine aboad, ſce what houſes need thy 
helpe,what grounds, what ncighbours : here's a 
man over-retucd, try whether thoucankt noreaſc 


I. 
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him; there's a man wants corne for his land, 
ſtock for his ſtuffe, helpe him ; there's a third rhar 
hath will and skill ro rrade;buthe wants credite ; 
there's a fourth that could live with a little helpe, 
elſc he and his cſtate finke, O come quickly be- 
fore the man be drowned with all his family ; a 
fiftthere isthats able to breed forme bur nor all 
his children, hence hee is diſheartned,take away 
one Lamb and purtitto another Ewe. 

2 Whenthou haſt done ſo, caſt thine eyes o- 
ver /«dah with him ; looke abroad, and ſee how 
preſent wantsthreaten poſterity with miſerie,and 
as thou canſt prevent it : 1.ſce how manic grown 
ones there be thar play, or ſteale, or beg for want 
of imployment,and ſet thy wits on work to finde 
our ſome trade, ſoinehusbandry, ſome buſineſle 
that may give ſome imployment. 2. ſee how ma» 
nie little ones there be thatmought be uſefull if 
- they had breeding ; but alas their parents (if li- 

ving) have neyther meanes to breed them Scho- 
lars,nor money to binde them apprentices: call 
uponthy ſelfe and others,ſlaying, There's a wittie 
childe,lers breed him a Scholar , —_— a ſtrong 
childe, lers traine him up for a Souldicr, make 
him an apprentice,&c.who knowes what ſervice 
| hee may doe the Church or Countrey oneday 2 
O whatgood mought rich men doe this way if 
they had hearts! If they feare to cred publique 
I i 9 or Colledges, orto give ſome 
Fellowſhips for perpetuitie, let them (ifthey 


minde the common good ) take ſome particular 
childrentharare moſt hopetull, and breed them, 
Ian 
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7.in the Country,2.in the Univerſirie till they be 
fit for publique ſervice. Here's nodanger,unleſſe 
they will ſay, theſe may prove ill ; which is with 
the ſluggard, (-Pr0.26.13.)tolye ſtill leſt a Lion 
ſhould be in the ſtreet : doe thou go on till thou 
ſeeſtthy ſeedToſt,and then ſtop there,and try an - 
otherground. 

2 Bee, with Hezexi4h, a good Churchman; 
I.repaire Gods houſe, & ler it never be faid,thar 
our Churches lye like Barncs, and that Owr Fa- 
ther lets downe what Pater noFey (et up.! 2. Pro- 
mote Gods worſhip, and allow ſome oyle to his 
Lamips : doe not Pharaoh-like call for Bricke 
without materials. What expect Sermons,ma- 
ny Sermons ; learning, much learning ( fo that 
our Preacher muſt be ablero anſwer any queſtt- 
en)and yet denie him meanes ! Meanes ? by all 
meanes we would have him have a comperencic. 
A competencie ; how much 15 that 2 who ſhall 
judge of that 2 Now the good Lord keepe his 
Clergie from the vulgars competencie. f {peake 
what I know,andI ipeake it with a wet face and a 
bleeding heart, I know Preachers of excellent 
parts.thar ſpend their ſtrength in the Pulpit,vho 
cannot lay onr fiftic ſhillings in five yeares upon 
books, butthey mult fetch iteither off the backs, 
or out of the bellies of their poore children. Call 
you this a competencie ? Wel!lLif wee deſerveno 
kindneſle,yer doe us juſtice ; lets have what your 
fathers gave us. Hezekiah found things alievated 
and turned our of courſe; no doubt wits were 
working then : Take beed(Sir)of Innovations,of 
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making your Clergic too rich ; the State hath 
thought fit to leflen their meanes : men can now 
preſcribe againſt them, we can ſhew a compoſiti- 
on,and prove our cuſtome,&c. Bur what anſwers 
this good King * Cuſtome mee no cuſtome, wee 
muſt not make a cuſtome of robbing God. Were 
theſe things once Gods? cyther ſhew mee Gods 
releaſe,orelſe reſtore them home. Now would 
I could fay of himas 4 Father faid of 4hab, Heze- 
kiah ever lives,never dies : and the Lord put it in- 
to the heart of our trebble Zezetzah roadvileal- 

ſo about this point. | 
Inthe meane, let my ſpeech to rich ſubjects 
procced : Would you leave ſome proofe of your 
thankfulneſſe behinde you 2 follow thoſe Wor- 
thics who of late have gone before you' in this 
kinde, hyre men to be heneſt in reſtoring ro God: 
his due : and it you have ought in your owne 
handsthart of right belongs to the ſonnes of the 
Prophets, hearc God ſpeakingto you in King A- 
bimelech,Reſtore to the Prophet his owne, and 
he ſhall pray for you : if you doe not, his bloud 
in hischildren, the fleſh upon his badic, thean- 
guiſh upon his ſpirit,the ſoules that depend upon 
him for food will cry againſt you, and will lay 
your houſes levell withthe ground, Do not turne 
offall with a Tuſh, Tyrhes were Leviticall, the 
Goſpel ſpeakes nothing of a Tenth, &cc. 1 .anfwer 
what's written ; 2.ſhew us where the old appor- 
tion is reverſed, and which is that quote pars now 
that conſcience muſt reſt in,and when thats done, 
then give us a juſt Commentary uponthat,Prov. 
20.255»- 
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20.25.and tell us who hath authoritieto take that 
(from a Church ſhall I fay 2 nay) from God, that 
hath bene once given him 2 And when you have 
reduced and refolvedall intoacompetencie, yer 
letit be S. Pauls competencie, Let him that preach- 
eth the Goſpell live upon the Goſpell, as hee that ma- 
keth ſhooes,or heeles hoſe, lives upon his labour. 
I ſpeakeno more than what evcrie Scholar,who 
iS acquainted witha courſe of ſtudie 8& reading, 


1.Co:.9. 


knowes to be true : allthat meancs which uſually © 


is thought ſufficient to defray all charges,to ſariſ- 


ficall payments, to anſwer all expeRations of 


' wifeand children for portions , of ſtrangers for 
hoſpicalitie, is lirtle enough to buy a conſtant 
Preacher bookes,and phyficke.Now then, if you 
will be competent arbitrators, allow him ſome- 
thing more , ſome bread, ſomectothes, ſomething 
to keepe his wife and children from begging or 

ſtarving. s, | 
You arewecarie (I dare ſay) of this diſcourſe, 
havenow done, I have diſcharged my conſcience 
in delivering my crrand,8& have ſhewed you how 
you may witneſs your thankfulneſs to ſucceeding 
times,if you pleaſe. There's firſt, your owne fa- 
mily and poſteritie to bee moulded ; ſecondly, 
therebe poore Orphans and children to be bred, 
Schoolesto be erected, poore Stndentsin the 1J- 
niverſitic tobe maintained,poor Preachers to be 
encouraged, Church-livings to be redeemed and 
augmented : and if this be not ſufficient,there be 
poore Labourers to be imployed, poore debtors 
to be relieved, yongue Tradeſmen to be — 

2 an 
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and ifthis doe not like you, there be in the coun- 
tey,ficlds to be trenched, woods to be planted, 
high-wayes to be amended, corre&ion-houſes to 
be builded, publique ſtore-houſes and Granaries 
to be appointed, youths and fouldierstobe tray- 
ncd ; andinthe Cities, waters ro bee conveyed, 
fire-engins to bee invented, &c. And in both, 
Churches tobe repaired, priſons to be furniſhed 
with ſome: Teachers-, and other imployments 
morethana few-: ſtand.not idle nowall the day: 
long, becauſe none {ſets-you on worke ; Houſe, 
Towne, Field, Countrey,. Citie, Church, Coms 
mon-weale, Men, Women,Children,Tradeſmen, 
Church-men, blinde, lame, poore, all call upon 
you to worke : nay, Chriſt ſaith, whileſt its day 
worke; the Spirit faith, whileſt you have time,doe 
good , your Father faith,Give ts ſeven and eight be 
ot weary iy welt-doizg ; your labour is nor loſt, 
your coſt is not loſt, God will pay you allagaine, 
honour him he will honour you, blefſe him hee 
will blefle you, give him immortall praiſe, and 
you ſhall receive an immorrtall Crowne. 

We have heard, firſt, that King Hezekiah was 
thankefull; ſecondly, that hee was thankefull to 
purpoſe : Now lets {ce for what hee is ſo thanke- 
full ; 1.that his ſickneſle was removed; 2.thathis 
health was reſtored . Wee will ſhut up both in 
One. | 

Freedome from fickneſſe,cnjoyment of health, 
are two mercics which call for manie thankes. 
Necd we provethis 7 Firſt for fickeneſſe,we have 
the voyce of Godand man, that it is amercie to. 
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eſcape it ; 1. God promiſes freedome from ie,asa ,._ 

: X G 'x0d.T;.26, 
bleſsing upon rhe obedient ; 2. Hee threatens the 7.6 <5.;6, 
inflicting of it as a judgement upon the rebellj- Deur.28. 22, 
ous,and accordingly procceds. 

Secandly.all men be of the fame minde , firſt, 

_ good men wil bletfle God for an Eaglc-like-body, 74... ng 
a bodie full of ſtrength and life,z.ot ation and +7 O-.S.Epi- 
motion like the Eagles, which is moſt laſting. 7/. 7am 
193. Secondly, naturall men ranke this in the 
forefront of mercics, yea reckon of healthas an 
abridgement of all bleſſings, and of ſickeneſſeas: 
the ſumme ofall outward miſeries. And tharnor- 
altogether withour reaſon. : 

For firſt, ficknefle muſt be numbred amidſt na- 
turall evils : howſoever it will ſtand with univer- 
Jall nature,andrthe aitwite God can improve it to- 
fingular uſe, yerin it ſelfe, it muſt be deemedevill” 
10 its nature,beingagainlſt the private: welfare off 
the patient ; evill in its cauſe, mans finne; evill in 
its rerme andiflue,it trends to death; evill in its- 
effecs,it adds to our miſcrie : whereas ſome evils- 
wound with ſorrow , ſome threaten us with de-- 
ſtruction, this doth both: 
Secondly,it maimes nature,and hinders good-- 
neſle; the bodicis deprived of cheerfulnefle and alum comri/- 
aQtivirie,the ſoule ditappoinred, like the Fravel- jt 7 
ler thar rides a tyred horſe, it can neither receive ti. um que 1«- 
that good, nor doe: that good that otherwiſe it ##"<.cour- 
could. There's no man knowes,bur hethat knows bbs _— 
fickneſle,what a diſadvantage tis to the foule to Galen. - 
beill lodged ina ruinous bodie : Its even ftifled | 
within it felfe for want of motion, and-moveir- hy 
E 3 can- | 
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cannot for want of organs,but veric lamely: The 
underſtanding is clouded, mcmorie weakned , 
judgement dazled,phantafie diſturbed.afteQtions 
diſtempered.in ſhort, the whole frame of Nature 
ſo diſ-jointed.thar like broken bones it can ney- 
ther reſt nor move. Nor is the ſtroke only upon 
naturall aRtions,but upon morall alſo; the ſoule 
in diſeaſes chronicall becomes ſo lazie, liſtleſle, 
neutrall.that it hath no mind to pray,no ſtomach 
to food,no heart todoe anything for it ſelfe; and 
in diſcaſes more acute is fotaken up andtranſpor- 
red with paine & anguiſh, that it mindes nothing 
but what cannot be had.ſleepand caſe,8c. Hence 
we may put that difference betweene ſicke and 
{ound that the Heathen pur betweene poore and 
rich; the healthfull man may ſtudie when hee 
will, walke when he will,catc when he will,fleepe 
when he will, worke, play,faſt,fcaſt, ride,runne 
when hee will : bur the fickly man mult ſtudie, 
eg when hecan; he is not 

15owne to command : hee hath not himſclfe, 
much leſle other comforts. No marvell if fick- 


_neſleat one blow deprive us of the comfort of 


ourmeats,beds, houſes, grounds, friends, wife, 
children,&c. it deprivesa man of himſclfe : hee 
hath wir, bur not the uſe of it ; memorie, but nor 
the benefite of it: yea it turnes him well-moſt into 
an Image; he hath cycs, and ſcarcely ces , cares, 
and heares not; mouth.and fpeakes not ; feer,bur 
walkes not : nay yet further, thoſe ſenſes & parts 
whichlet-tn comfort to rhe ſound, occaſion the 
lick mans trouble, the ſight of his cupps, _ 
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boxcs makes him ſicke, the ſmell of his meates i V 
ſicke,the taſte of his drinkes ficke, the leaſt noyſe TE | 
offends him.,the leaſt ayre pierces him, in a word, | 
this turnes his comforts into crofles, his bed tyres | 
him, his chaire troubles him, his friends diſquier® 
him,their ab offends him, and ſo doth their | 
preſence,thetfMence offends, and: fo doth their | Hf 
talke,their mirth doth,and ſo doth their ſadnefle: Y; 
poore man, ſomewhat he would have, bur he can- | 
not tell what ; hee is notwell, and therefore no- 
thing ts well abourhim; he is ſicke, and fo all the 
world is made of fickenefſe to him;asto the gid- 
dic all things ran round. 
Now as fickeneſle isa great afflition,ſo health” 
as greata mercic : it comes from mercy, and pre- j,. 1. 
{uppoſes manie bleflings ; good temper, goodiin Hebr. 
ayre,(ar leaſt for us) good food,at leaſt a wonder- ng: mo. 
full blefsing upon poore meancs. 2. It tends to 
mercie,health tendsto life{ the greateſt blefling) 
toalong life , yea immorialitie ſo farre as that 
g0es.3.1t carries with it a troupe of mercies, 1.it 
{weetensall other crofles and wants ; health ma- 
keth thinicoats warme, hard fare ſweete,a meane 
lodging good; tis the poorc tnans ſawce at's ta- 
ble,his cloke in hisJourncy, his warming-pan in 
his bedde,his boots in the myre,and when he isat 
worſt hecan leape and ſay,as the countrey phraſe 
is, Health is worth all. 2. Ir purshim into poſlef- 
ſton of all other bleſsings : 2. Hee enjoyes him- 
ſclte;his wits, ſenſes. limbs be his owne, hechath : 
their uſe and ſervice. 2. with himfelfe heenjoyes j - 
all things about him; the light is pleaſant,, he | 
ayre. | 
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32 Hezekiah's Recoverie. 

ayre {weete, his meate good, drinke good, bedde 
good, now all that was naught before becomes 
good. Againe, herelithesall, hee findes content- 
ment in all : now he {ces a wife to be a wife,chil- 
dren to be children friends to be friends. where- 
as before all the world was madead his humour, 


whether bitter or ſowre. Not te#S& long,health 
is the juſt rempcr of nature; there all is quiet, 
cheercfull.fit for ation : a good bodice helps the 
eſtate,the family,the ſoule , all within one all up- 
on him, all about him ſmile and proſper in time 
of health: and therefore this motion trom ficke- 
nefle to health .i.from ſadneſſe to mirth , from 
paine tocaſe, from priſon to liberrie, from death 
to.life, muſtnceds be a happie motion, worthic 
thankes. 

Ifficknes needs many prayes,&health deſerves 
mary thanks; lets ſo beſtow our ſelves, thar if it 
be poſsible,wee may prevent the one, and cnjuy 
the other : for the fitſt, beware (to keepe mee ro 
mine owne profeſsion) of ſinne.all {inne ; finne is 
the mother, ſickneſſe rhe daughter : man never 
ſaw the one;tj]l he matchr himſelf with the other. 
Moxe ſpecially fourc ſorts of finnes muſt bee as 
much abhord as {ickeneſle,as death. | 

I Sinsof death : God hath adjudged whore- 
dome,Pro.5.murder,&c. and {uch like capital of- 
fences to fickeneſle, to death. | | 

2 ' Sinnes of rebellion,commitred againſt the 
cleere light and lettcr of the Word : theſe are 


chreatned withall manner of diſcaſcs, Lewir.26. 
Dent .2.8. ] 


3 al 


4 
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3 Sinnes of contemptuous prophaneneſle : 
the Lord hath faid that he will be ſanQified in all 
that come nigh him; And when anyan their ap- 
proches were ſecurely profane, the hand of God 


+ I 
+4 
l. x 
'Y 
wages their bodies, to death, or ſickneſſe : (6 
: 
4 


Nadab,&c.ſoVzziah,ſo 1.Cor.1 t. H 
Sinnesthat have their roote in the bodie,or | 

at leaſt worke powerfully upon the bodie. Of »x:. | 
this ſort wee name onely thoſe three, which the 4a. fe: 3 
Rabbinstouch.in one Proverband three lerrers : i 3 
Thefirſt is povertie , which at the firſt may ſeeme i 
bur lictle ro impeach health ; but if we look upon 
it in irs cauſe, idleneſſe, unthriftineſle, intempe- 
rance moſtanend ;orinits effes, theft, robbery, 
&c.fretting; or in itscompanions,ill lodging, 1ll 
fare, ill clothing,&c. this may well paſſe for one 
cauſe of weakenefle. The ſecond is pride,afinne 
that ſo ſwels the ſoule that it breaks rhe skin and 
caſe, the body : pride breakes the wits, witneſſe 
Nebuchsdnezzar ; breakes the heart, and wounds 
it ſelfe, witneſle Saul, Achitophel,and breakes ones 
{leepe,ones peace,bodie;eſtate all ; a ſick diſeaſe : 
a proude man is never withour ſome ailemenc. 
The third is drunkenneſle or imemperance : a 
man of this diſtemper, lies as open to diſcaſes as 
an unwalled Towne to invaſions and ailaults. To Pro-zy. 27. 28. 
him is woe, redncſle of tace,&c.Pr0.2 3.Brethren, 
if you wouldnot be ſicke, have Jorg ro doe 
with theſe forerunncrs : prevent fackenetle inthe 
caule. - 

For the ſecond, Health, great Sa/omos hath writ- 
ten a Phylicks for us, as well as Ethicks, - his 
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24 Hezekiab's Recoverie. 
Proverbs : there you may reade of the Countrey 
mans three Doors, Quiet, Diet, Mirth. For the 
firſt,health is nothing but Natures reſt & repoſe; 
health gives peace,and peace yeclds health : out- 
ward peace is a great bleſsing, and verie whole- 
{ome,but thar comes from peace within ;zwhich 
is double, r .peace of Tuſtification,2.peace of San- 
Rification. So long as there's warre in the con- 
ſcience, warre in the affeQions, one power and 
luft conflicting wikh another,alas there's no more 
quiet to usthan wasof old to Rebeess- bur when 
Faith heales the conſcience,and Grace hiuſhes the 
affections , & compoſes all within,then the ſoule 
lookes out of the bodie, and fits in the face witha 
checrefult countenance. If your fleſh, with Da- 
vids ſhall rejoyce,labour for this peace; pet faith 
in Chriſts bloud,get the vertue of Chriſts reſuz- 
rection, get wiſedome,i. all ſaving grace,and that 
makes for health,and is a mediCine,P7re. 3.8. 
' 2 For Dyct,Sa/omongives rules, 1.fortime, 
Ecd.10.16,17. 2.forqualitie,Pr0.2 3.fpeaking of 
” Ln wi A Ara CeE 3-8&c.3.for 
titie; cate not too much honey, which is 
v.MdMiaſon of true inthe letter : lex not out the appetite, leſt it 
DE cut thy throate,Pro.2 3.2.but rather be of the re- 
ſtraining hand, feed with fear, as Jade ſpeakes, riſe 
with anappctite,and ufe the Emperours Phy fick, 
Arelam. Cureall exceedings by abſlinence. . 
3 For Mirth, S«/a4n is much in that argu- 
ment : he x.commends the thing,a good hart.i.a 
_ hg 13-* theerfulheartis hcakh rothe bones;a very medi- 
4 cine: 3+he per{wades the nacans, Pas —_— 
.- _ why 
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Hexekiah's Recoverie. 35 | Wl 
thy heert ( ſaith he) rejozce with thy wife, be light- ; # 
ſome 1n thy clothes,cheerefull ar thy meales, 8c. t 4 
diligent in thy calling, than the which nothing is Ls 
more availcable to comfort.after ſpiritual meanes | 


of prayer,thankſgiving,&c.And hethat in Gods 
meanes puts himſelfe into poſicſhon of theſe,ſhal | Af 
arriveart ſo much health as ſhall be behoovetull. | | 3 

Secondly, if this double bleſsing be worth 77 x. | 
double thankes,lers prize it accordingly, 8& praiſc | 
God forir,and 1. remember thar there is a two- | 
folddeliverance ; one, which keeps us from ſick- , 
nefle; another, that helps us our of fickeneſle : a 
double blefſing , one in continuing health with- 
out lickneſle, another in reſtoring health after 
ſickenefle. If we enjoy eyther, let God have the 

raiſe, and conclude for thy bodie, as 4u/tew for x: 1, ci 
is ſoule,blefſe God that hee hath kept off ſome, mis, & qe 
& taken of other ſickneſles.For the firſt, there be 577/**©< 
fom men whonever knew what back-ach,rooth- 
ach,head-ach meant , =_- ſcarce know what tis 
to have a finger ake, at leaft they haveenjoyed 
ſome good meaſure of health which hath its la- 722-de/ar: 
titude; theſe men I confefe can hardly weigh Ot? 
ſickenefle,or prize health : rhe beſt courſe will be 
to ſend them to an Hoſpitall, or ro the houſe of 
of mourning,there ſhall they find filence,ſolirari- 
nelle Gadnelielighr ſhut our, ayre ſhur out, miſery 
ſhur in,children weeping, wite ſighing ; the huf- 
band groning, Oh my head, O my backe,O my 
ſtomach, ficke ſicke,fick,I cannot tell whar to do, 
whereto reſt,helpe me up, __ medowne, OT 
ſinke,I cannox ſtand, I cannor fir, I cannot lye, I 
P 3 Can- 
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26 Hezekiah's Reroverie. 
cannoteate,I cannot ſleepe, I cannot live, I can- 
nor die,O what ſhall I doe 2 

Brethren, if you have not felt fickeneſle, yet 
hearc it, view it, ſee how it racks and tortures a 
poore man,and that done; refle&- upon thy ſclfe 
andſay., O Lord how much am I boundtothee 
for health ! I caneate, my brothercannor; I can 
walke,he cannot; I ſleep allnighr, he never layes 
his eyes together ; O Lord give mee a mercifull 
heart to men.,a thankefull heart to- thee for. this 
bleſsing;. C 

Forthe ſecond ſort ; have we beene ficke and” 
now made found * lay both eſtates togetherwith 
Hezekiab,and provoke thy ſelfe tothankfulnefle. 
Callto mind whar then thine anguiſhwas, how 
ſickethy ſtomach was, how ſad thy friends were, 
how tedious the night, how long the day, how 
terrible the thoughts of death, theapprehenſion 
of judgement :-thinke now thy thoughts then, 
acknowledge now thy then purpoſes and vowes. 
Didſt- thou not then. thinke , and promiſe, 
Oh if: God would reprieve mee once more, I 
would become a new man; more-carefull of my 
wayes,moretfiankfull for healththanever I have 
beene : thinke now what the price of health was 
then,whatthen thou wouldft have given forone 
nights ſleep,one hours eaſe, onedraughtof drink, 
one vomir,one ſtoole,one the leaſt of thoſe mer- 


| | cies which nowthouenjoyeſt : thinke how little 
bi wealth, houſe, land, fricnds, all ſeemed.to thee 
; without health,and now thou haſt allreſtored a> 
gaine 1othis,litt up thine eyes. and hands to hea- 

VER 


Hlezekiab's R ecoverie. 35 
ver.with Nebuchadzezzar, and ſay, Sickneſle put 
meout of pofleſsionof all, but with health all is 
come back againe ; my ſtomach is come ro mee, 
my ſleepe, my flcſh, my ſtrengrh,, my joy, my 


friends, my houſe, my wealth, altis returned : O- 
what achange is here!carſt norhing bur pain,now - 


nothing bur eaſe ; not lang ſince ſtriprofall;now 
pollefled of all as it I were another /06. 

Thus,would wee looke eyther downeward or 
backward, wee ſhould become more thankefull, 
but in any caſe take that wich you-whicty is faid 
before of thankefulneſle in generall,and apply ir 
to this particular ofthealth. 'Thankfulneſfle ſtands 
not.in wordsand complements: if your will bee 
trucly thanketull for health, thus doe. 

x Come forth of affliion as 7obdid,that is; 
as the gold comes our of the fire, purged from 


your drofle : ler fickneffedrainethe foule as well 'oÞ 23.10. 


as bodice, and leave your humours, your pride; 
ſelfe-love, worldlinefle, hypocrilie,&c. weaker 
than: it found them : and now you: be-made 


whole,take your Saviours /tem,Sinwe no more, Leſt lob. 5.14; 


« worſe thing happen to you; fallnot to yu olde 
dyct,leſt you fall intro your old diſeaſes and re- 
lapſe. The chicfeſt uſe of. ficknefle is ro be made 
after it : infickneſſe wee muſt reſolve againſt fin, 
our ſpecial fin;burafter fickneſle we muſt ſecond 


our reſolutions with performances. Now then . 


pay thy vowes,finne overthy ſinncs no more, but 
ay downe the praiſe of grofle ſinnes,the pur- 


poſe of all, & ſhun at leaſt the occafions of them. + 


Andthenin the ſecond place, ofter ro Godrhe 
- F 3 ran- 
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3$ Hexekiab's Recoverie. 

ranſome of rhy life,as the Law runnes, Ex94.3 r. 
I meane,leave ſome ſealc & pawne of thy thanke- 
1/id.Cic.de »ar. fulnefle ro Gad,as Hezetiah did,nay as Heathens, 
deor.l-2.Tibu!- did ; they after a ſhipwracke and danger , would 
clog 1:421"* offer ſomething, after a fir of ficknes would con- 
Plurd: oracut. {ecrate fomerhing to their gods. If thou wilr 
Pyth, not be before hand with Philiſtims to offer in thy 
miſcrie, yet at leaſtrerurne with the Samaritan, 
being recovered,and preſent ſomerhing.,let ſome 
Church, fome Pariſh, ſome one Preacher, ſome 
few poore men be witneſſes of thy thankfulneſle, 
and blefle God with and for thee. 1 ſhall ever ſu- 
ſpeR that thankſgiving, that ſpends ir ſelfe in 
emprie words : the man truely rhanketull , will 
make a ſhift to pay his Phyſtrian, much more ro 
; __— his Go. with hand as well as tongue. 
all thankefulnefle, is the beſt preſervative of 
health : let Hezekiah lengrhen Gods praiſes,and 
God willlengthen-his dayes, and give him ſuch a 

protection as neverſubjec had. 
Nor is it {officient ro preſent the Lord once, 
andto confine our thankefulnefſeto anie one par- 
ticular inſtance ,we muſt, in the third place,con- 
wane 6 we ro and lives —_— and ——_— 
up aur ſelves as living and acceptable ſacrifices to 
Pn: Haag eines, ol our wit, 
Opus nofirum al our health, everic limbe,cveric thing rhat hee 
; amy yo hath folded up in our health, ro the ſetting up of 

; | in?/d,91, Godin our hearts and lives; love him moret 
; ever,fearc him more.truſt him more, pray more, 
reade morc,heare more;do more mee 5 leaſt 


more TI nag, 
an 


Hexekiab's Recoverie. 19 
and in our particular calling be more npright; 
conſtant, cheerefull, fruirfull chan before, more 
humble,more helpfull,more mercifull,moretrue, 
juſt,charitable rhan before: in one, berter Chri- 
ſtians, better Church-mgn, berter Common- 
wealths men. better husbands,better Maſters,bet- 
rer parents,cbildren, fervants.chat before. This, 
this is true thankfulneſſe, when we heale in foule 
and _ vn ng "ARK. weerow -in-{pirituall 
ſtrength as well as inbodily;al en wee ſpend all 
that FT hcience upon.G.o-D and the publique, 
which we have received from God , Do this is 
the thankfulnefſe which I now call you and my 
ſeife unto,O be rhus thankefull for your private 
fafetic,. and for the publique. Our prayers-for 
London,&c.have cagaged usunto thankfulneſie 
for them, for if we wete bounero pray for thery 
being viſited, wee axe bound tG praiſe God for 
rhembeing delivered : and would _ Apr Tikes 
be as ſolemae asrheorher. Bo ; 5 map be- 

Now iif'we muſt be thankful for ochers,cuſt © nar ht 
wenot for our felves © O'my brerheen; lers caft Ming 
.  aneyetomards ourhead Cinie, & fee what deſo- 

' tions arc there made; pve into fome-places, 
and there's filence: ache wwheee dwelsſach2onc* 
and theanſwer will be,hee is dead : where's his 
wife © dead : where his. children? dead : where 
bis man,his maide 2 dead : who-is mthe houſe © 
dearth: ang whodwelsthere? deattvt and who at 
nexthouſe » drach * and whonext thar* dearh, 
death; pakedearh keepes firs in the win- 
dowes , {eales up doores and holds PR 


49 Hexekiab's Recoverie. 
ſo that none dare enter. Pafle from ſtreetes into 
ſome houſcs,and what ſee you 2 ſome children, 
but nor father nor mother ; aske, childe where's 
father 2 gone : where's mother ? gone, he knowes 
got whither nor how. Pafſe on,and fee in others 
adfilent parents, mourning like Rechel, becauſe 
their childrenage.not': Tomakethe marterſhorr, 
doe but thinke what-once their feares were,whar 
now their griefes are. fartheir friends, then ficke, 
now dead; and then come home, and ſay , In 
this: common calamitic God'hides our towne , 
there's no crying an.our ftreeres, no rolling of 
bells, norumbling of carkaſes, no ſealing up of 
doores, brethren meete together in the Church, 
- together in the fields, parents dare 
keep theirchildren by them, husbands and wives 
livetopgether ; webe nor a terror or danger one 
toangother, but a comfort, a ſafeguard : O who 
can bee ſufficiently thankfull for theſe mercies ? 


.. why ſhould we whine fora few wants ? welacke 


Exod. 18.4. 
Pl.118+18, 


- _mnoney4lacke corne,&c.O thou haſt thy lite fora 
prey ;thou, thy wife, thy children;thy man-ſer- 
vant;thy maid-ſervant, thykindred, thy neigh- 


bours, thy. cattle live, and life is more thanray- 
ment, food,money,allthings under Chriſt. bleſle 
God for this, and fay, Iampoore, bur yet I live ; 
my wife is {ickly,but yer ſhee lives ; my children 
weake,lame,but yer they live : whilſt there's life, 
there's mexcie; wherethere's mercy,there ſhould 
be thankfulneſle : the dead cannorgthe living,the 
livi aith Hezekiah , muſt praiſe God,and rhat 
whilltl ving, as David ſpeakes, P/c146:3- 


Pos T- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Nd here London, let mee addrefſe one cx- 
hortation to thee : Hitherto we have Kood 
amazed atthy miſcrie and fuddeo change, ſome- 
time ſorrow hath thruſt out ſad complaints, How 
adeth the Citie ſit ſolitary that was full of people c. 
L411, ſometime? filence hach fraBlowed up 
all yorgs,and left us ſpeccblefie,like 7665 friends: 
now methought we heard thy \@habiia4s cryin 
Is it nothing cy c.Lam;1,.12.00Ww again thy friends 
Rapdingaloofs for fearc, Ah onee men.;ſhall-for 
Ba crying OutyAlaogals 7 4-gr eat Citit ou pic 
bonrets t ae comtx7 6. Rew. rs. In this 
caſe Was 


ſu! CUES Cx, 


walſt not at \cifure to hearenor Wee ift Hauftzo; c. 


Sar to ſpcake : Atſycha timeto tellthee of thy ſcorer te 


ad pop. Art, 


been wo one. who waned | 8B9i Wit; Su W.Ral. 


roupbraid thee; with. thy-forume ie 
thy ref ormation ; But now rhe caſe 
prac: ed.the heavens are cleercd, andyhau with 
them. ya pt all thy fricnds'to call 


upon thee, for thee to call-upon thy ſthfe,; Wee 


have w to-hcare when: thon wouldeſt 
fay,O: ally fag: = poureed for, mee, now tejoyce 
with me,and. manie thankes for me.,as I 
havens had [Pray you. Ns ks heed,uothank= 
ſpends what prayershath bin loog 
gr a ap _—_ Alb, againe for want of 
_ Fw ib, hewas __ 
Ro En, —_— - It Iſhoulday 
, I ſhauldnor 
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, ſcriepaſt+ſickeneſſt is a rod,as the Gofpe 
.7. us ; the voyce nowtothe Citric is, Heare the rod 


4.2 Hexekiab's Recoverie. 
fay it withoutan Author:this I can fay,his ſicknes 
Philo. Abulenſ, WAS but perſonall,yet he is thankful; whatever his 


diſeaſe was,you will yeeld the plagueto be a fick- 


neſle,yeacnſtomefaith, The fickne(s, The plague, 


Theviſitation. This granted, there's great rea-. 
fon that thou ſhouldeſt be as thankfull for a thou- 
ſand as hee for one, andadde deeds to words as. 
weltashe : To this _—_ runne his merhod'; 
1:-Make thy felfe ſenſible and mindful{ of hy mi- 

tells 
& whogppoints it. the rod hath a mouth, if thou 
baftan-earc ; that ſpeakes irs errand, &pives thee 


thy leflon. TF-thou wilt heare me, lledeliver it to 


* thee withrhe ſame affection (degrees cxcepred ) 


thar E/rhudidto /0b, chap.34-31.32. 
Surely it is meere, and ir becomes thee to ſay, 


andthatto-God, E have borne chaftiſement ; this 


the tt leſſon. Farre be itfrom thee'to fay inthy 
heart;Tis true, I have buried manic children, bur 
what were they 2 of the baſer & poorer ſort, fuch, 
whoſe lives were burdenſome, whoſe deaths are 
beneficiall rome nior' ler it _— 
— - _— ; had Gi a place 

zene ſcoured; ſuch traffique ftayed;ſiich meanes 
uſed, this had beene prevented; hereafter Ile bee 
wiſer. No.jt is thy wiſedotfie tofee Gods Name 
written uponthis xod, as X#cxh fpcakes, 'andro 
acknowledee him :we wiſhtheeronſeall ſecon- 
dary meanes;but nottoreſt there; thy experience 
hath ranght thee, thar che plagtienothing feares, 
citherthy new fields, or frefhiwaters,&c: ca" 
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of Gods errand, and when it comes, take know- 
ledge of it, for it wil not away without its errand. 

Therefore in the fecond/place, improve the affli- 
Rion,as wellas feele it; proceed to the ſecond 
leſſon in 704,and ſay, Ile finne nomore. Firſt, ſee **Þ 5 
why the rod is ſent as weli as by who. Therod 
buds not out of the duſt, it hath a roate, and that 
root is finne, and that finne is manifold. A Kin 
doth not uſe to ſmire downe his ſubjeRs by thou- 
ſands for ſinall offences a father will not draw a 
ſword upon his children for toyes and trifles : 
London,thou mult take the heightof thy finnes 
by the compaſte of the puniſhment, and judge of 
that by this. 

L tI have thought of thee,and thy govern- 
mentin generall, I have ſpoken elſewhere ſeaſo- 
nably enough.as I think ,but now I ſpeak to thee, 
Tearneſtly entreate thee to take intothy conſide- 
ration Ezek. 22. and thercin note howrhe Lord 
charges her not only with ſuch crimes as were 
committed by her , butalſo in her, 7» chee, ſairh 
God, were they, cc. | 

For thine owne governmenr & practiſe, I can- 
not tel\ how to hope almoſt that ir ſhould be 
much better in ſo popuious and various a place, 
nay I know notthe Citicunderhcaven,rhat's bet- 
ter ordred anddiſciplined : nevertheleſlc in ſack 
2confluence of people of nations, itcannotbe a- 
voided bur ſuch finre will be commirted in thee, 
if not by thee, and theſe finnes,fo farre as conni- 
vencieand baſenefle makes thine, will endanger -,,,, ;# 4uod 
thee. When therefore thou haſt ſurveyed thine; 10% d'ſptieas 
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own wayes, caſt into the account thine-other- 
mens-ſinnes,thine-orher-land-{innes, thy Dutch 
finnes,thy French finnes, thy Spaniſh finnes, thy 


Italian ſinnes., thine-owne-countrey-ſinnes , fee | 


whether there be not in.thee thoſe thate eate up - 


on the mounraines, and thoſe rhat for lucre ſake 


both harbour and. hide them. Whether in thee 
there be not ſuch as never yet ſaw Chriſts. face, 
or heard his voyce in the Aſſemblies: whether 
inthis wonderfullight,therebe-nor in thee who 
know.not whether Chriſt be a man or woman : 
whether there be not in thee men,whoftudy new 
oathes and lyes, as men doc new faſhions : whe- 
therin thee there be not who never ſee the Sab- 
bath light,but lye eyther buried in bed, or drow- 
ned in drinke: whetherinthee children be not ſo 
wantonly bred,that rhey fleight fatherand mo- 
ther ; and, to-make ſhort of a long bed-roll;whe- 
ther in thee there be not wretched-men' that ſet 
open their doorcstoallthe bankrupts; unthrifts, 
gameſters, robbers, cheaters, hbarlots rhat the 
countrey purſues : whether in-thee there be not 
ſome that ſer all toſale, wife, childe, ſervant, 
name, conſcience, ſule, all And if upon ſearch 
theſe or any of theſe ſhall bee found withinthy 
walls or reach, O glorige God in his viſitation, 
and ſave thy ſelfe by diſclayming-rthefe ſinnes. 


Fhine they be not, if-thou where thou mayeſt- 


doſt reformerhem,and where thy! power fayles 


doſt bewaile them. Howbeat this 15 nat all; as 
| finne muſt be ſeene, ſamuſlt it be lefr: and there- 


forethoumuſt, proceed, and ſay, Ile offendna 
1 more; 
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more : as a Chriſtian, lle reforme my ſelfe ;as a 
parent,my children; as a Maſter.,my family ; as a 
Magiſtrate,my charge: as atradſman,my courſes. 
And to the endthy reformation may beaccepra-'- 
ble,learnetworhings more of E£/hs, firſt, be wil- Vet ;u 
ling to ſce and know thy faults ; pray that G o 0D 
would adde to correQionainſtruttion;thart he will 
open thine heart to heare, and ſome mourh to 
ſpeake home to thy caſe, thy ſoule; and when Pals+12- 
light is comming,winke not with thine eyes,fhur 
notthe doore againſt ir. Secondly, carricever a- 
bour thee this reſolution, Ler God teach, Ile 
leerne ; ſpeake, lle heare ; convince me of a finne, 
He leave it whatever becomes of me; be it my li- 
ving,beitto me a3 my life,if God will fay itis a 
ſinne,lIle lcavc it inthe praiſe, in the purpoſe, in 
the allowance of it ; this murtherous ſinnethar 
hath ſlaine wy childe,my friend, ſo manic of my 
ncighbours, nay my Saviour, ſhall never have 
place againe.in my heart or houſe. And this is 
not anely the way to thankefulnefle , butalſoa _ 
proofe and pecce of it : know that ſo many finnes 
25 the love of God conſtraines us to leave,ſo ma- 
nic ſongsare preſented to God ; everie ſlaine luſt F7/4c laude 
isagratulatorie ſacrifice. IM 
Secondly, thou muſt proceed with Hezektah, 
and ſee from what, - to what God hath brought 
thee : ſhall a Citie conceive and bring forth in a_. 
Cay ? it hath beene ſo with thee. I may ſay of thy 
forrowcs,whart Job ſpeakes of his comforts, they 
havebeene {wifterthan a ſhuttle : Didft thou or 
anic man living thinke, that withig one Summer 
_ G 3 thou. 
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thou ſhouldeſt burie ſo manic, and fo few weeke- 

ly * could it be imagined, that when thy channels 
were diſcoveredin ſo low an ebbe,that thy banks 
ſhould be ſo ſuddenly filled agate 2 O London 

_ lookeuponthy ſelfe, and wonder ar thy ſelfe : 
ifvert now /cremies lamentation,and ſay, How is 
the ſolitaric Citie become full ! how is ſheethat 
was barren,made fruitfull ! Sit downe with Heze- 
Sec the plague £54h,and confider what thy bitterneſſe was when 
Cypr-& Eu, death walkt inthe ſtreets, raged inthechambers , 

* whendeathwas in the pot, in the bedde, inthe 

diſh, in the hall, inthe parlour , when the bells 

ſpake nothing bur death,rhe doores preſented no- 

hing but death,andevery man thou faweſt, thing 

thou touchedſt, place thou fateſt in threatred thee 

with death : conſider whatthy cares, fears, gricfs, 
thoughts were then ; and now whikeſt thine eyes 
behold as it were a reſurreRion to life. ſo that 
now life is inthe ſtreeres, life in the houſe, life in 
the Church, trading,buildi o1ng,&calivea- 
gaine, blefſe thy G o Þ that hath wrought this 
change,and get up with Hezekiah to the houſe of 
the Lord : Strange it was, that hee in ſoſhorta 
ſpace ſhauld meaſure the whole diſtance berwixt 
death and lite, yeſterday dead in nature, as un- 
likely to live asthe ſunne togoe backward,andto 
morrow ſo ſtrong that he could ſhew himſelfe in 
the Lordscourts: This is wonderfull, and this 
made him wondrous thankfull. And whart(I pray) 

_ wantsthy deliverance of this? how much leſle 
| wonderfull lertull : how faſt did fickneſle come in,how 
* faſtdidit gallop our * how faſt did it —_—_ 
| E OICS 
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frores to thouſands, how faſt did it fall againe 


from thouſands to ſcores 2 London , lay theſe 
things together, and forget not him who hath 
done ſogreat things for thee. 70 

In the third place, Hezckiah loves not to diſ- 
patchall at one journey : hee begins his ſong aſ- 
ſoone as mought be,burtis not ended yert;he hath 
left a parterne for thee to work by. Thinke it not 
ſafficient ro complement God with a few words, 
and a ſhorr wy , for along deliverance ; write 
this mercywitha pen of Diamond, ina book of 


Marble , call uponall within thee, as David did pal ioz.r. 


within him.,to ſpeake of this deliveranceto chil- 


drenschildren, and doc ſomethingthat may fer. 
—_—— 500. yeares hence : Thou haſt - 
Iſo 


ſonnes of rrs ; fome Enginers,fome Artiſts, 
ſome Poets. ſome of excellent invention , ſome 
of great aQtivity, ſome very daring and under- 
taking, ſome ſtrong, ſome wile, ſome rich, of all 
ranks ſome ; call upon them, ſome to write, fome 


tro build, ſome to.invent, ſome to give, thar citic,,. 


country,Chutch., State, ſeaand land may take oc- 
caſion thence of bleſſing God,whilſt London or 
England ſtands. Now happy Hezet:4h4, and hap- 
py {ickneſſe of his that ended ſo well : his afflicti- 
ons ſent him to God with prayers, his recovery 
with praiſes ; nor God norman loſt by this bar- 
gaine : God hadmore ſervice. Hezekiah more cx-. 


pon: we gaine a good coppy, and Hezetis/ + 
a 


th his leaſe renewed for fiftecne yeares : And 
thus afflictions conclude,which begin with pray- 


crand end in thankfulneſſ;, London, — 
_ C ” 
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ſelfe againer by thy loſle,joine praiſes to thy for- 
mer prayers, grow more wiſc,holy,humble, tem- 
perate, juſt, mercifull, fruirtull, and thou arr a 
winner; thy gaines exceed thy loſſes preſent,and 
for the future, thou haſt opened a faire proſpe& 
to a conſtant peace. The beſt ſecurity from future 
miſeries, is to profit by former : belecye ir , thou 
canſt not take a better medecine againſt the 
Plague,than to profit by what is paſt. Now the 
Lord hath promiſed toteach us to profir, by E/ay, 
and he performe.it for hismercies {ake,that ſo-the 
controverſie may end here,and the Lord may- 
not bee pur to ſaddle his pale horſe of famine, 
which hath made parents to cat uptheir children 
once, .and to wiſh themaliveagaiac , that they 
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